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the book of vatsyayana. the kamasutra is the most
famous work of ancient indian literature, which treats of
love. it is a collection of carnal songs called the kirtanas,

or love poems, which form the chief ingredient in the
erotic literature of india. the book is in two sections, one
of the songs and the other of the moral teachings. the
general purport of the book is to teach the art of love

and sexual pleasure to men, and of the duties of the wife
to the husband. the songs form an important feature of
the book, and they are dedicated to a famous student of
vatsyayana, the author, who says: "to the sweet-voiced,

courteous, and well-disposed sudas, my teacher, who
has made me proficient in the art of love." the songs are

selected from the vatsyayana kirtana, a collection of
songs, of which vatsyayana's name is also the title. the
vatsyayana kirtana is itself a collection of songs, and

some of these are attributed to others. the songs are of
various classes, from the general songs on love and

coition, to the so-called kirtanas or erotic songs, which
are more specialized. in india, where the culture and love
are so closely interwoven, there are many songs relating
to love and to the art of love. the songs of the kamasutra

have been rendered into various languages, and these
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renderings have been written in different styles. the
kamasutra renders a complete picture of the evolution of
love in the world, from the rude beginnings of coition in
animal and vegetable life, and the slow development of
love in the human race, to the high aims and ideals of

the religions of the world.
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