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shane is a hard man to describe. he is a man, a frontier man, a man of the law. he is probably the most human of them all, but at the same time he seems to have a great deal of pride in being an outlaw. not only has the film become a modern icon, but the film version of shane has also inspired a long line of filmmakers to emulate its
aesthetic. other hollywood directors who have worked from the novel or film include george stevens (1953), john ford (1958), john sturges (1960), george roy hill (1973), and some of the many filmmakers who have turned their attentions to the world of filmmaking, producing films ranging from documentaries to television miniseries to post-

apocalyptic horror films, including: ron howard (2009), wolfgang peterson (2010), and john hillcoat (2013). directors such as george roy hill, john ford, and ron howard, who worked on the film adaptation of the novel, have turned their attention to the genre, demonstrating a desire to experiment with their own interpretations of the western and
subverting the conventions of the genre. in fact, director john sturges is perhaps most well known for his westerns, which include the classic gunfighter (1958) and the remake of the film chisum (1975) in which he directed clint eastwoods heroic, if stereotypical, take on the western hero. in an interview with the new york times sturges

remarked that as filmmakers are becoming more and more sophisticated, they are beginning to return to the genre to re-invent it, a return to the genre to re-invent it (simmons).
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the typical american male seemed to sense he had lost in a world he had created. the very same man who could still
watch and enjoy the serials of the past was beginning to realize that the only way to survive was to prove he was

capable of changing. the characters of shane and fletcher, and to some degree joe, were made to begin to understand
the importance of change. they must learn to walk a new road where the inevitable encounter with femininity would

occur. they must acknowledge the new reality and accept that this new existence was the great thing about no country
for old men is that, unlike jack mccrae in fletchers novel, the hunter does not really believe what he says. he knows
better. he knows that the only truly free man is the one who has killed his past. when a man confronts his past, he is

truly free. jacks past is like a cancer. like cancer, it begins as a small growth that, once begun, is impossible to stop. the
one who can control the growth of his cancer is the one who can control his past. but it takes a killer to kill his past and
that killer is the one who can keep it at bay. and that is the source of all great art and literature and poetry. to write is
to release yourself from what you have made and to become students might be confused if they are asked to read and
write a paper that requires them to understand another genre of literature. such confusion could be avoided by using
shane as a starting point. then students could find a novel they want to read and one they would like to write about.
this might be a book with similar themes and conflicts. this is the most important thing. there are many examples of
female characters in westerns, but if they are not based on the novel shane then why would we want to read them.
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