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As soon as I learned that a Singaporean filmmaker was in town, I
instantly wanted to make a series of independent films that looked
at the culture of street music. I am sure he was not expecting me

to arrive with a whole film crew, but that is exactly what I did.
Many of the musicians I interviewed had been practising for years.
They have seen film crews come and go, so in order to get the best
footage, we spent more than one week filming them, and were on
a mission to get the perfect shot. I am thrilled to share the results

of our fun and hard work with all of you. I hope you like it. Shooting
a film without a cast is never easy but even more so on a movie
that took two years to make. How do you tell a story over years
without a defined cast? One of the challenges was scheduling,
since I wanted to make a film about different aspects of South

Korean society but also a story that had a beginning, middle and
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end. I had about seven of them. No matter what the cast, there
were certain key scenes at every time frame of the movie that I
wanted to shoot. The last shot of the film was a compilation of

these scenes and a sequence of 35mm time-lapse photography of
the jungle where the movie was made. It was shot in 2008, which
was the peak of the dong. My hope was for the film to carry this

dong back to 2007, when it started. The South Korean film industry
changed its format in 1997 in an attempt to take over the

American market. In the past, the top directors owned studios and
made as many films as they wanted. But in 1996, directors were no

longer allowed to make more than three movies and had to sell
their studio when they surpassed that number. The number of slots
in the Pan-Pacific Film Festival was also set and so it became quite
difficult to get into the festival. So for one, maybe two years, a film

that was not a box office hit was able to make it there. Then in
1997, a new law was passed to allow directors to work outside of
their studio, like in the U.S. The South Korean film industry has a

history of being more like the Hollywood studios than the
independent film bubble in America. "My Ahjussi," directed by Ryoo
Seung-bum, is much more than a simple film about love and family
drama. Packed with great acting, Ryoo manages to treat both his
lead actors, Koo Hye-sun and Kim Soo Hyun, as real people with
flaws, who transform and grow through the film. This growth has
melded the emotions of the two for the viewer to feel along with

the characters.
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